PROPOSED PRESS RELEASE ON THE AWAITED UNEP REPORT

NACGOND welcomes the release of the UNEP report that highlights the extraordinary scale of oil spills in the Ogoni area of the Niger Delta. It estimates the need for a thirty year clean-up process that will cost $1billion in the first five years, provides an explanation of how the current regulatory system is broken and explains that Shell has failed to adopt and uphold even its own environmental standards. This report has for the first time independently explained what people in the communities knew already – that decades of environmental failings have caused an environment crisis in Ogoni.  

This report reinforces NACGOND demands for:  
1. A new independent mechanism that will conform to international best practice to prevent, identify, respond to and quickly compensate for oil spills, however they are caused. 

2. A reform of the old compensation and remediation regime that is currently in place to fall in line with new  realities and international best practice 

3. President Good Luck Jonathan should seize the moment created by this crucial report and undertake a Presidential review of why the current
system of oil spill  identification, response and redress is broken with a mandate to identify a clear new path of regulation and oversight. 

4. The federal government and oil majors should accept that this report highlights just a small insight into the environmental travesty that is undermining the future security of the Niger Delta. There is a need for a region wide response that uses this report as a benchmark. 

In direct response to the report: 

4. NACGOND calls on immediate action to fully implement UNEP emergency response recommendations and provide clean drinking water to those most at risk. 

5. Shell should accept that its own standards have contributed to the environmental disaster and immediately review and change its approach to oil spills in the Niger Delta. International best practice should be a minimum response if shell is to ever live up to these environmental failings of global significance. 

6. This report covers the Ogoniland which represent a small percent of the Niger Delta region, we demand that a comprehensive and systemic survey be carried out on the entire Niger Delta region to assess the level of environmental degradation.  

7. There should be a review and restructuring of the federal government intervention agencies. The overlapping responsibilities and policies should be critically reviewed and a new organ should be set up and provided with adequate resources to carry out their mandate, independently of the IOCs. 

President Goodluck Johnathan has assured the authors already that this report will be taken seriously differentiated his response saying “we will not just put this report in our draw and lock it up. We are going to act on it.” He has also said that the Federal Government “will also to look into some other parts of this country that oil exploration exploitation and production have been going on over the period,”

The assurances from government that action will follow create an expectation of change in the Niger Delta that should not be taken lightly. The report contains damning findings on the level of pollution in the environment and the health status of communities as well as the poor state of response to spills. Responding to the recommendations and the emergency measures should be the minimum standard that both government and oil companies respond to immediately.

NACGOND, as well as other well-meaning individuals and organizations, local and international, have since indicated that the IOCs working in Nigeria apply double standards in their engagement. They deploy standards here that they would not dare practice anywhere else in the world. These double standards have consequences – as can be seen in the recent massive oil spills in Bodo for which Shell has admitted liability. We have witnessed cases like Bodo where corporations exploit the weak institutional regimes in this country to minimise the losses from oil spills. In effect the UNEP report and our experience points to a monitoring structure by government that is so weak it has become a form of self regulation for oil operators that serves very little positive effect.

NACGOND believes that IOCs fail to take their social responsibilities to the communities seriously because they have the government on their side, as business partners. The Ruggie Principles recently approved by the UN general assembly place the onus on the state to protect the citizens from business organizations. We do not see how the Nigerian state can fulfil this mandate when it maintains such a cosy relationship with the oil industry at the expense of the people. The state has a duty to live up to its responsibilities by protecting its citizens and the environment from the harmful effects of the oil industry.

NACGOND has received UNEP’s published report on oil spills in the Niger Delta with mixed feelings in regards to its relationship with local people and organizations. The contents of this report suggest that there was a wide-ranging pre-operational consultation with key stakeholders. We are surprised by this, because not many civil society organizations in our coalition can claim to have been consulted; nor are there many communities in our networks that claim to have supplied information during UNEP’s investigations. If we, who are on the ground in the Niger Delta, did not participate in a transparent process of determining the causes of the incessant oil spills, we wonder who the key stakeholders are that were consulted, and supplied this information.

Therefore, we urge the Nigerian federal authorities and the IOCs to stop the criminal destruction of the fragile Niger Delta environment. The protection of the land, waters and health of the impoverished communities should be paramount. 

Civil society will continue to advocate for a change in the way oil spills, gas flares and other environmental issues are managed in the region. We insist on the full implementation of the recommendations in the UNEP report and demand that international best practices are enforced to prevent, identify, respond to and quickly compensate for oil spills in Ogoniland and the entire Niger Delta region.




